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FROM YOUR INTERIM PASTOR JUDY ANDERSON-BAUER
“THE SIGN OF JONAH” – READING
THE PROPHET JONAH DURING LENT
My favorite line in the little book of Jonah is
the very last verse – God says to Jonah “And
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great
city, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand persons who do not know their right
hand from their left, and also many animals? ”
(Jonah 4:11) We will be reading the book of
Jonah together during Lent, and I encourage
you to take time to read it for yourself. It’s
so short – only 4 chapters – that you can
probably read the whole thing in less than
half an hour. Most of the time people only
remember one thing about the book - Jonah
got swallowed by a whale. But, really, that’s
the least important thing, though it might be
the most surprising. (Inquiring min ds want
to know - Can a person survive inside a
whale? For how long? What would you eat?
Could you breathe? So many questions!)
But what I find most important about this
little book is summed up in that last verse “And should I not be concerned a bout Nineveh, that
great city, in which there are more than a hundred
and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left, and also many animals? ”
God is telling Jonah why God will not be
destroying the huge, pagan city of Nineveh.
It’s simple - because God is God of All. Even
God of the “many animals.” God is a god of

mercy, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. God is a god of all creation,
not just the parts that acknowledge God’s
presence. This is a book of grace, grace for
the non-believers of Nineveh, grace for the
animals, even grace for the reluctant, run away prophet Jonah.
During these stressful times, it seems to me
that hearing these words of steadfast love and
mercy can encourage us, and help us
remember that no matter what happens . . .
with the civil unrest, with the pandemic, or
with our own personal lives (which can
sometimes be pretty messy), God will never
abandon us.
I hope you’ll take the time to join us for
Lenten
worship,
starting
Wednesday,
February 17th at noon. And I hope you’ll
find time to read the book of Jonah. See what
you think. I bet you’ll be surprised that the
whale is really not the most important part.
As we begin this New Year, that’s our work.
That’s what Jesus calls us t o do. That’s the

meaning of Christmas. . . to find the lost, t o
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release
the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring
peace, to make music in the heart and –
please, God! – make it once again in the
sanctuary.
May we all do the work of
Christmas in the New Year of Our Lord,
2021.
In Christ, Pastor Judy

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Join us for Worship, every Sunday, via Zoom
(the link is included further in this newsletter
and on the Church’s website. If you do not
have a computer or smart phone, please call
and let Mary in the Church office know.) You
can also find last week’s worship on the
website and on the United Lutheran of
Proctor Facebook page, for acce ss anytime.
Here
is
the
Zoom
link
to
join
https://zoom.us/j/2186244255?pwd=TThu
Vllxdm9qU09EQ3FXWTBqUWxMZz09
Full instructions are located later in this
newsletter.

HOLY COMMUNION
We
will
continue
doing
“Remote
Communion.” Each Sunday we ask that,
before Worship begins at 10 am, you gather
together bread and wine (or juice,) or
whatever you have on hand. Remember that
Jesus used bread and wine because those
elements were common and readily available.
So, while bread and wine are preferable, y ou
may use whatever you have.
During Worship, we will celebrate Holy
Communion and you will use your own
elements. (The Pastor and Church Council
believe this is the
safest
way
to
proceed during the
pandemic.)

PASTORAL CARE
Pastor Judy is available for pastoral care
phone calls or Zoom calls. Please contact
her at 218-343-2536 or by email

j.andersonbauer@gmail.com to set up
an appointment.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR NEEDED
If you are able to use a computer, are able to write, want to help your church, and like a
little creativity, we have a job you may be interested in. We are looking for someone to edit
the monthly United Lutheran newsletter. It means receiving submissions (usually by the
20th of each month), putting the pieces t ogether, and sending it off to the church office,
usually in about a week. Our current editor, Chris Pasek, is needing to be done by or before
April 1. If you are interested, call or email Pastor Judy. Chris is willing to share how she
did it with whoev er takes over from her.
Many, many thanks to Chris for her fine work these past years.

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will
be on Sunday February 7th at 11:00 am via
Zoom. If you have not received an Annual
Report, please call the church office.
According to the Synod, we are able to hold
our annual meeting via Zoom with the
continuing resolution passed by United
Church Council at their December meeting.
If you do not have access to a computer, you
can either call into the meeting with a
telephone, or we can set you up with someone
who has a computer, so you can simply call
your “Zoom Buddy” and listen in on the
meeting. Please call the Church office if
you’d like to be ass igned a “Zoom Buddy” for
the annual meeting. If you would like to join
using your telephone –
1. Call 1-312-626-6799
2. Enter Meeting ID : 218-624-4255
3. Password (same as ID) : 218-624-4255

LENT STARTS FEBRUARY
17TH
Ash Wednesday is February 17th, and begins
the season of Lent. Since we are still in the
midst of a once-in-a-century pandemic, we’re
going to try something a little different. We
will have live Zoom worship from 12 -12:30
every Wednesday during Lent, in the hopes
that perhaps some working people will be
able to join us ove r their lunch hour. We will
be reading the book of Jonah, and hearing
how God worked through this reluctant
prophet. We will keep the service short, and
hope to go no more than half an hour. It will
also be archived on the church’s website for
viewing later. (The link to join worship will
be the same as for Sunday worship, and will
be sent out in a United email blast.)
•

•

Feb 17 – Ash Wednesday – “ The Sign
of Jonah – God is Calling” (Please have
a candle available, if possible.)
Feb 24 – “The Sign of Jonah - Saved in
the Storm”
March 3 – “The Sign of Jonah – Praying
in the Belly of the Great, Big Fish”
March 10 – “The Sign of Jonah – God
of Second Chances”
March 17 – “The Sign of Jonah – Turn
Around”
March 24 – “The Sign of Jonah – God is
God of All”
April 1 – Maundy Thursday

•

April 2 – Good Friday

•

April 4 – Easter Sunday

The two pieces of business we must – by
constitution – conduct are passing a budget
for 2021 and electing new council members.
We will also be discussing the possibility of
sharing a pastor with Our Savior’s Lutheran
in West Duluth. And we must have at least
50 people in attendance to have a quorum.

•

So, please make a point of attending! If you
have any questions, please contact any
council member or Pastor Judy (218 -3432536).

•

•
•
•

POWER IN PRAYER
All prayer requests can be called to Alice Halvorson-Rohweder at 218-464-0302
or submitted online: proctorlutheran.org/prayer
All requests are important and we welcome any of your concerns.

PRAYER SHAWLS NEEDED
Our great fellowship committee has been
giving out prayer shawls to our home -bound
and nursing home members, and there is still
a need for more. So, if you knit or crochet,
patterns are available at the church office. If
you have questions, call Alice Sommer or
Alice Halvorson-Rohweder.

FOOD SHELF
At this point the Food Shelf is well stocked, and
has been able to relax income restriction, so
please tell anyone who could benefit from extra
food.
Hours are Wednesdays, 10-1.
It is all very easy, with drive up service and food
loaded into cars, so the whole process is
“touchless” and safe. Thank you to all who
volunteer
and
who
have
donated.
“Well done, good and faithful servants.”

“WHEN CAN
WE
REOPEN
THE CHURCH?”
As our Covid-19 numbers
in St. Louis County drop,
the church will once again be
open to small groups of 10 or less. Again, we are trying
to be sure that there is sufficient time between groups
for a thorough cleaning. Please call the church office
to inquire about scheduling a group. The United
Church Council has voted to allow AA, quilters, and
confirmation to resume.

Thank you to the Prayer Chain
members, friends, and members of
United for your prayers for my son Ken
Peterson. He is doing well.
Marilyn Lee

IN OUR
THOUGHTS AND
PRAYERS
Servicemen and women serving
our country; Dode Peasch,
Phyliss (sister of Marge
Thoreson), Amber Spillman,
Claudia Gannucci, Dave
Fechner, Betty Merling, Sara
Sommer (Larry Sommer’s
daughter), Gary (nephew to
Marge Lind), Gladys Haugen,
Jan Bakke, Durrall Richard

HOW TO BE TOGETHER APART
(YOU DO NOT NEED TO HAVE A C OMPUTER OR THE INTERNET TO JOIN)

WORSHIP IN THE HOME
SUNDAYS 10 AM

During this social-distancing time when we
are not gathering in one another’s physical
presence, we have additional opportunities to
gather virtually. WORSHIP IN YOUR HOME
is an ELCA resource that provides a transcript
of our familiar liturgy. You are invited to join
zoom and watch or participate as a reader. See
this link for the readings which will be posted
by May 6th titled:
Worship in the Home: Every Sunday
https://blogs.elca.org/worship
YOU DO NOT NEED TO HAVE A
COMPUTER OR THE INTERNET TO
JOIN. Using the Zoom conferencing tool,
you can connect via an internet -enabled
computer/device or you can join by calling
from your landline phone.

Every Sunday at 10 a.m.
https://join.zoom.us
Meeting ID: 218-624-4255
(password is the same as meeting ID)
Please see the following page on how to join
a Zoom room.
The session will be recorded and made
available on the church’s websit e:
www.proctorlutheran.org

ZOOM SMALL
GROUP MEETINGS
Please call Mary at the Church Office (218-6244255), Monday – Thursday mornings if you
would like to schedule a Zoom meeting for
your group. She needs to have you on the
calendar to make sure no one is already
scheduled for that time. Please don’t assume
you can meet if you haven’t checked with her!

COVID-19 HELP
DO YOU NEED HELP?
DO YOU WANT TO HELP?
During these unprecedented times, we need each
other. If you are self-isolating or know someone who
needs assistance for any reason: a friendly phone call,
picking up groceries, or something else, please call the
office at 218-624-4255. You can also add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list.

CALLING ALL EMAILS!
Does the church office have your email address?
Is it up-to-date?
Pastor Judy will be sending out weekly United
Lutheran Church updates via email, so it’s important
that we have your current email address. If you
aren’t sure, please call or email the church office and
Mary will make sure you can stay informed. Also
indicate if you'd like to receive this newsletter via
email.

HOW TO JOIN A ZOOM
MEETING

Using your landline or cellphone to
call in (audio only):

Using your Computer/SmartPhone
and Web Browser:

1. Call 1-312-626-6799
(long distance charges may apply)

1. Open a web browser on your computer
and type in the following address:

2. Enter Meeting ID number:
218-624-4255
Password (same as ID): 218-624-4255

https://join.zoom.us
Meeting ID: 218-624-4255
Password (same as ID): 218 -624-4255

2. If you have never used zoom, you will be
prompted to run a small plugin. You may
have to say OK.
3. Click Open Zoom Meeting or Open
zoom.us to launch the meeting.
4. Depending on your browser, you m ay
have to “open the link.” Don’t be
concerned it you do not get this prompt.
5. You will then be prompted to connect
your audio. Test your audio settings,
then click “Join with Computer Audio”
button:
Note: You can also join a test meeting to
familiarize yourself with Zoom:

You do not need a computer or Internet
to give online. We can do the one-time
set-up for you with an over-the-phone
session with Chr is Pasek.
REMEMBER, you can have Chris modify
or stop your automated giving at any time.

EASY AND CONVENIENT!

https://zoom.us/test

A big thank you to Claudia Gannucci and Peggy Jugasek for hand-delivering
approximately 90 of the Annual Reports saving the postage expense.

Event

Date

Location

Family Rejuve Jan. 15-17

Camp Hiawatha

Paddle

April 16-18

Camp Vermilion

April 24

Camp Hiawatha

May 9

Camp Vermilion

May 15

Camp Vermilion

July 31

Camp Vermilion

Building
Spring Work
Day
Mother’s Day

VLM IS NOW HIRING OUR 2021
SUMMER STAFF!
This is a great opportunity for spiritual
growth, leadership development, learn ing
life-long skills, and making long lasting
friendships in a caring faith community. It
will be one of the toughest and more
rewarding jobs you’ll ever have!
Learn more and find the application here:
www.vlmcamps.org/summer -employment

Brunch
Spring Work
Day
Bluegrass
Festival

www.VLMcamps.org | vlm@vlmcamps.org
800-331-5148 | 218-666-5465
Camp Hiawatha, 36944 Camp Hiawatha Road, Deer River, MN
Camp Vermilion, 2555 Vermilion Camp Road, Cook, MN

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
2

Jacob Malec

16

Jason Malec

3

Allison Vanneste, Alice Sommer

22

Brian Timm

4

Karen Hart, John Nolin

24

Gary Vanneste

10

Dave Sletten

26

Connor Timm

11

Keira Leach

27

Jason Leach, Arlo Murray

13

Shirley Steinhagen

WARMEST WISHES TO YOU ALL!

Church Council Meeting (Approved Minutes)
December 13, 2020
Meeting was called to order by President Dan Saarela at
11:05 a.m. via Zoom
Present: Dan Saarela, Larry Sommer, Alice HalvorsonRohweder, Pastor Judy Anderson-Bauer, Karren Robinson,
Gordy Westendorf, Paul Hauschild, Carolyn Johnson, and
Karen Nolin. Also present was Audrey Berglund.
Pastor Judy led devotions from the Gospel of John, Chapter
1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God and the Word was God”.
Finance/Treasurer’s Report: Audrey discussed the
options for replacing the office printer. Lease on the printer
has ended. Several options were reviewed by Finance
Committee and Council to decide which option to take.
Current lease has been $83.79 per month. Options range
from leasing a new direct comparison printer at $96.59 per
month, lease a reconditioned printer, or purchase this
current printer. Current printer is no longer being made and
securing parts may be problematic. Two reconditioned
models were evaluated with lease terms ranging between
$85.47/mo to $38.58/mo depending on the model and
length of lease. Paul made a motion to lease the model #227
for 60 months at $38.58/mo. Motion was seconded by
Alice and carried unanimously.
Finance-Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved
following motion by Carolyn with second by Paul.
Next a proposed budget for 2021 was reviewed. Finance
Committee used a basis of giving from April to November,
2020 during the COVID closure to develop this proposal.
New line items were youth director at $10,000, janitorial
service because of COVID requirements, and a new
benevolence line to include miscellaneous donations such
as for altar guild, maintenance and repair, and Evangelism
giving. A base salary for a shared pastor was included at
$48,180. Following discussion the proposed budget was
given a go ahead to the Finance Committee. Audrey was
excused from the meeting.
A proposal to offer a stipend to both Claudia and Audrey
for their financial secretary work was then discussed.
Motion was offered by Karren with second by Larry to give
a $500 honorarium stipend to both ladies, to be given in

December of 2020 and also 2021, to be taken from
Stewardship budget. Motion carried.
Minutes of the November meeting were approved as read.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Judy said she will be taking a
week’s vacation between Christmas and New Year’s. She
will miss the Sunday, Dec 27th worship service but
mentioned that the Synod does provide a service. She will
still be available if needed for funeral services, etc. Pr. Judy’s
husband, Loren, has completed his current call and will be
starting a new interim call at Salem Lutheran in
Hermantown. We may incur some added expense for his
Portico account for a couple of weeks. Shannon’s pay has
incurred some questions but Carolyn reported that these
have been resolved. Pastor Judy has received an email from
Pastor Liz at Our Savior’s wondering about preferences for
worship times and what is our current timeline.
Discussion followed on how to conduct a congregational
Zoom discussion regarding this shared pastoral proposal.
Each council member will make phone calls to their
previous congregational contacts to learn about any
concerns or questions about sharing a pastor. Also, two
Zoom meetings were planned, the first on Tuesday, January
5th at 6:30 p.m. and the second after worship service on
Sunday, January 10th.
Shared pastor salary was
recommended at $46,000.
President’s Report: None
Worship and Music Committee: No report.
Christian Education Committee: No report.
Fellowship Committee: Alice H and Alice S will deliver
prayer shawls this Thursday, December 17th. Alice also said
Jan Bakke may come home this week. Christmas cards have
been sent to shut-ins. Pastor Judy reported that the face
masks have been ordered and Mary and Janis have
envelopes and mailing labels ready. It is estimated that
mailing these masks to all households would cost
approximately $400. Council members agreed to pick up
and deliver the masks for households in their home areas.
Gordy volunteered to pick up and deliver any remaining
after Dec. 21st.
Evangelism Committee: Warm winter clothing drive is
being planned for January. Members can drop off clothing
near the back entry.

Property Committee: True Temp has adjusted the heater
in Mary’s office and there have been no problems since.
Larry has submitted his annual report.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 2020
POSITION

NAME

PHONE

President

Dan Saarela

218-730-3030

Vice President

Carolyn Johnson

218-348-6442

Secretary

Karen Nolin

218-591-4383

Worship &
Music

Gordy
Westendorf

218-591-8587

Christian
Education

Karren Robinson
Thomas Walters

218-624-4520

Fellowship

Alice Halvorson
Rohweder

218-206-0638

Paul Hauschild

612-816-3748

Larry Sommer

218-626-4774

Staff Report: None.
Unfinished Business: Transition team has received only
7 responses to the survey that was included in the December
newsletter. There was only one negative comment about
joining with Our Savior’s and another respondent wants to
wait until vaccinated before returning into church.
New Business: Discussion followed on how to conduct the
annual congregational meeting. If we do a Zoom meeting
we would need a council continuing resolution to allow this
as our constitution does not permit remote meetings.
Motion was presented by Karen as follows: “The
Congregation Council and its committees may hold
meetings by remote communication, including
electronically and by telephone conference to the extent
permitted by State law. Also, notice of all meetings may be
provided electronically”. Motion was seconded by Pastor
Judy and carried unanimously.
Discussion then followed on how to conduct the remote
meeting. Pr Judy suggested we could do a parking lot
meeting at either Our Savior’s or Salem Lutheran where
members would stay inside their cars and listen to the
conversation and provide feedback or ask questions.
Another option is conducting the meeting via Zoom with
each member at home. We are required to have 50
members present. Paul suggested that those members who
do not use cell phones or computers could connect with a
“phone buddy” and listen to the zoom meeting via their
telephones. There was concern about a parking lot meeting
because of uncertainty of weather in February. It was
decided to notify the congregation that we will do a practice
Zoom meeting so members are comfortable calling in.
Practice will be January 31st after worship.
Council was reminded that annual reports are due to Mary
by January 8th.
Next Council meeting will be January 10th after worship and
the congregation discussion re calling a pastor.
Following the Lord’s prayer, meeting was adjourned at 1
p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Karen Nolin, secretary

Evangelism &
Service to Others

Property

218-340-4454

UNITED LUTHERAN BOOK CLUB
January 9, 2021
9:30 a.m., on Zoom.

CHRIST IN OUR HOME
DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Pick up the latest copy of daily devotions,
(October, November, December) Christ In Our
Home, just inside the back door on a little table
at church. Feel free to come in and grab one
during office hours:
Monday through Thursday
from 8:30 – 11 a.m.

22

8

10

24

25

11

4

Thu

10:00 a.m. Quilting
at church

26

10:00 a.m. Quilting
at church

12

10:00 a.m. Quilting at
church

5

Fri

When we hold onto Jesus, we shine like stars!

6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Confirmation Class
at church

7:00 p.m. Proctor A.A. Noon – 12:30 p.m.
meeting
Zoom Lenten Worship

23

7:00 p.m. Proctor A.A. 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
meeting
Confirmation Class
at Church

9

7:00 p.m. Proctor A.A. 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
meeting
Confirmation Class
at church

3

2

Wed

6:30 p.m. Finance
Committee Zoom
meeting

Tue

1

Mon

27

9:30-10:30 a.m.
Zoom Book Club

13

6

Sat

The direct link to Zoom is https://zoom.us/j/2186244255

The Church’s Zoom Account Meeting ID and password are both the church’s phone number: 218-624-4255

10:00 a.m. Live Zoom
Worship Service

28

10:00 a.m. Live Zoom
Worship Service

21

11:00 a.m. ZOOM
ANNUAL MEETING

10:00 a.m. Live Zoom
Worship Service

7

Sun
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Northeastern Minnesota Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work: Our hands.
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

WELCOME TO OUR
VISITORS

During the time of social-distancing and Coronavirus
online services will be held on Zoom:
 Worship Service at 10 a.m. - Liturgy followed
from an ELCA resource called Worship in the
Home at https://blogs.elca.org/worship
See Zoom access directions enclosed.
 Fellowship and chatting usually follows the
worship service
Within this newsletter are the various events hosted
by our church in the coming weeks. You are invited
to all and we look forward to seeing you.

UNITED LUTHERAN
CHURCH OF PROCTOR

www.proctorlutheran.org
office phone: 218-624-4255
office@proctorlutheran.org
pastor@proctorlutheran.org
council@proctorlutheran.org
Find us on Facebook:
facebook.com/proctorlutheran

