UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PROCTOR
April 2022

Thoughts from Pastor Liz
Dear People of God,
This month holds the highlight of our church year! We begin the month in Lent, a
season in which we are called to be more mindful in our spiritual practices and
Christian living. In the middle of the month, we celebrate Holy Week and arrive at
Easter.
This season was traditionally a time of preparation for people to become
baptized and join the Christian church. It was a time of intensive learning, developing spiritual practices, and
becoming committed to the local gathered community of Christians.
This year, we are experiencing Lent through the lens of our series, “Full to the Brim.” We are focusing on the
work and promises of God that open us up to living in wholeness and peace. We celebrate that God
sustains us, comforts us, declares us worthy, extends grace beyond expectation and reason, makes us
bold, and loves us completely. I hope that you take the time to explore these themes with the devotional
available at church, with Bible study, and through worship on Sundays and Wednesdays. These are truths in
which to ground our lives!
During Holy Week, we remember Jesus’ last days. When Jesus was about to die, he taught his disciples to
love each other. He showed love to those who would soon betray and abandon him. If there’s anything
Jesus wanted people to remember, it was to show love even when there’s plenty of reason to give up on
relationship with each other. With all the hardship and strain of these past years, I think this is a teaching we
could all learn from!
Jesus experiences the loneliness of being ostracized and the shame of being ridiculed. He dies to the anger
of the crowd. He reveals how cruel we can be in our dealings with each other. Still, he showed love and
asked God’s forgiveness on those who hurt him.
There were days of shadow and unknown that followed Jesus’ death. We might know something of what
that felt like. Then came the day of surprise and wonder: when the tomb was empty and the angels declared
that Jesus is alive! God raised Jesus from the dead!
This pivotal narrative gives us a story with which to make sense of our own lives. We learn that God is with
us through difficult times and will bring us to a better day ahead. We need this life-changing gospel, and we
need a community in which to connect it to our own lives. We may not be preparing for baptisms on Easter,
but we are preparing to live as people of faith. This is the most important season in the church, and I’d like
to celebrate it will you so that we can grow together. Will you join me?
Peace, Pastor Liz

Pastor Liz’s drop-in hours: Mondays 9-11; Wednesdays 2:45-4:45
Email: pastorliz@proctorlutheran.org
Cell (Sun-Thurs workday, or emergencies): 218-461-0933
***Thank you: to Cheryl Fleckenstein for her dedication to the newsletter for this past year. Thank
you for your service and keeping us connected, informed, and inspired!***
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Council
Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, January 9, 2021
Meeting was called to order by President Dan Sarala at 6:07 p.m.
Present: Dan Saarela, Kris Thoreson, Gordy Westendorf, Alice Halvorson-Rohweder, Janice Anderson, Larry Sommer,
Alice Sommer, Audrey Berglund, Pastor Liz Davis.
Devotions: Pastor Liz -Isaiah 43- As another year begins, we take stock of the new year.
Approval of Minutes: Following a motion by Janis and a second by Alice , meeting minutes of the December 12th,
2021 meeting were approved as read.
Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee: No questions on either report. Janis made a move to approve the report.
Larry seconded and all approved.
Pastor’s Report: There will be lots of services in Dec. Pastor Liz is also trying to connect with shut ins.
Dan, Linda, Audrey and Kris will be doing mission planning.
Need to think about Lent-Ash Wed. is March 1st.
President’s Report: 2 people will be off of council this year.
Committee Reports:
Worship and Music: Nancy Grody and Carolyn Johnson put up the poinsettias.
Christian Education: Sunday school started back up after break, so has confirmation
Fellowship: Prayer chain is very active. Alice is going to send out a letter with some guidelines.
Evangelism and Service to Others: Donations are currently being taken for Harbor Mission.
Property: The heater in Mary’s office is acting up again, Trutemp has fixed. A boiler fan is also out. The part is back
ordered due to a supply chain issue. It will get fixed once the part is in. The fireplace has been repaired as well.
Staff Reports: - N/A
Unfinished Business - N/A
New Business: Will be giving a donation of $250 to a Afghan refugee family.
The 2022 proposed budget is not a balanced budget. Will be roughly $10,000 than what was received last year. A
motion was made to approve the proposed budget was made by Janis and seconded by Larry. All approved
Linda and Reg Southerton bought a Christmas tree. A motion to reimburse them for the tree was made by Alice and
seconded by Janis. All agreed.
Annual meeting date has been set for Feb. 13th. Janis made a motion to accept the meeting date and Audrey
seconded. All approved.
Announcements:
Next Council meeting: Annual meeting on Feb 13th instead of monthly council meeting.
Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned 7:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted, Kris Thoreson, secretary
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Book Club

Evangelism/Outreach

The book club meets on the 2nd Saturday of
the month at 9:30 a.m. in the conference
room. Books are chosen from the Duluth
Library’s “Book In A Bag” collection. Topics
vary from historical, biography, mystery, etc.
Members comment that some of these are
books they wouldn’t have selected to read
except for the book club, but they do enjoy.
Membership is limited to 10 (that’s how many
books are in the bag) but we could share and
add more members. No pressure, just
interesting conversation. Join us!!

DULUTH HARBOR MISSION EASTER DINNER:
Sponsor an Easter Dinner for a person in need this
holiday with a $4 donation. Put "Duluth Harbor
Mission" in the memo line of your check and donate
through Sunday, April 10. If you know someone who
needs a dinner, call Duluth Harbor Mission
at 218-481-7400. Meals can be picked up April 16,
12-2.
HUMANITARIAN AID FOR UKRAINE:
As we watch what is happening in Ukraine, we wonder
what can we do? The answer is very little, but we can
do something. The Evangelism/Outreach team will be
selling Equal Exchange chocolate bars purchased with
Thrivent Action Project money. $5.00 will be the
asking price, but any extra amount will be appreciated
if you are able. All proceeds will go to ELCA Disaster
Relief/Ukraine to help those in need of humanitarian
relief. Chocolate bars will be sold at church services
beginning April 3 and sold until they are gone.

Karen Nolin

Linda Southerton, Evangelism/Outreach Chair

Christian Education
Sunday School: April 3 and 24 at 10 am.
Confirmation: April 6 at 5:15 pm at church; April 20 at
5:15 via zoom.
Youth Group: April 13, 5:15-6pm
We’ll be making birthday bags for the food shelf!
Contact Pr. Liz if you’d like to donate items. Bring or
email a photo of your own birthday when you were
little and we’ll have a little guessing game to see who
can identify the birthday photos! We might a few more
birthday-themed surprises! We invite youth of any age,
encouraging younger kids to be accompanied by their
parents.
Day Camp July 17-22
We are having counselors from Luther Park Bible
Camp, Chetek, WI leading day camp this year! Monday
- Thursday will be 9-3pm and Friday will end at noon.
Stay tuned for Sunday night picnic details! We’re
looking for folks willing to be on the planning time,
folks willing to show up and help, and lots of kids
ready to have an awesome week! Please contact Pr.
Liz to sign up.

In Our Prayers
Military folks serving our country;
Andy Livingston; Wayne Halverson;
Alice Sommer’s sister, Margaret;
Bill Bergland; Jan Bakke; Durrell Richard;
Betty Merling; Joan McCall; Alice Sommer.
Shirley Ann Steinhagen born February 13, 1934, passed
away February 28, 2022. A visitation and service was
held March 14 at Sunrise Funeral Home. Please keep
her sons Donald and James, granddaughter Jazmin and
step brother Daniel Benjamin in prayer.
All prayer requests can be called to Alice HalvorsonRohweder at 218-464-0201 or submitted online:
proctorlutheran.org/prayer
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“CHRIST IN OUR HOME”
DAILY DEVOTONAL
Pick up the latest copy (April, May, June) of Christ in Our Home, just inside the back door of the church on a little table.
Stop by during office hours:
Monday through Thursday
8:30 - 11:30 a.m.

April Birthdays
5th
6th
14th
18th
21st
24th
26th
28th

Worship
COVID: Currently, masks are required in the
church building and no food is allowed. Council
will be re-evaluating at the next council meeting.
Any changes will be communicated before they are
put in place so that no one is surprised and shows
up in a space in which they don’t feel safe.
Easter Flowers: This year, we invite you to sign up
to bring a flower to be used to decorate the church
for Easter. Please bring flowers to the conference
room from Wednesday to Friday the week before
Easter. Please have them there by Friday at 12
noon. If you would like to honor someone, please
sign up at church or email the name to Pastor Liz.
(The church will not be ordering flowers, but if you
can’t get out to purchase a flower, please talk to
Pastor Liz).

Doug Haala
Mandi Murray
Janel Peterson
Beatrice Kitto
Kristen Lesemann
Gracie Grabko
Peggy Jugasek
Jake Jorgenson

Letter from the Editor
This is my final issue as your editor. Your new editor is Marty Jonland. Beginning with the May issue, please send
all submissions to her no later than the 20th of the month at martjj@aol.com. You can also reach her by phone at
218-213-1060 (cell) or 218-624-4322 (landline).
I have thoroughly enjoyed the past year serving as your Editor. Many thanks to Marty for her willingness to take
over. Peace and God’s blessings to you all, Cheryl Fleckenstein
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April 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

27

28

29

30

31

1

3

4

5

6

7

8

10 am SS
2:15 pm Bible study

fellowship hall re

5 pm Girl Scouts

Day Camp 7/17-22

7 pm Boy Scouts

10 am quilting

in Conference Room

5:15-6 pm confirm. —

7 pm Proctor AA

in person

11 am worship

7 pm worship @ OSLC

10

11

12

13

11 am worship
12 pm Council mtg.
in conf. room

5 pm Girl Scouts
7 pm Boy Scouts

17

7 pm Proctor AA

18

5:15 pm Youth Group

19

5 pm Girl Scouts

25

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

10 am quilting

Good Friday

7 pm Maundy Thurs

12 pm worship

at OSLC

at United

10 am quilting

5:15-6 pm confirm. —

7 pm Proctor AA

24

14

20
2:15 pm Bible study

11 am worship

Camp Sunday

9
9:30 am Book Club

10:15 am mtg in

Easter Sunday

2

via zoom

26

27

10 am SS

10 am quilting

11 am worship

5 pm Girl Scouts
7 pm Boy Scouts

7 pm Proctor AA

7 pm Mission Team
via zoom

The church’s zoom meeting ID and password are both the church phone number: 218-624-4255. The link to zoom is https://
zoom.us/j/218-6244255. Please call Mary at the church office Monday-Thursday mornings to schedule a zoom meeting for
your group.

We welcome EVERYONE!
NON-PROFIT ORG.

United Lutheran Church of Proctor
701 Third Avenue
Proctor, MN 55810
Northeastern Minnesota Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work: Our hands.
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WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
Worship in the sanctuary at 11 a.m.
COVID SAFETY PROTOCOL
Masks and distancing are required at all
times in the building. We need to have
airflow, so some windows will be open.
Please dress warmly.
Please consider getting vaccinated and
boosted if you are eligible and at the
discretion of your healthcare provider. Keep
all healthcare workers in your prayers.

UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF PROCTOR
www.proctorlutheran.org
office phone: 218-624-4255
office@proctorlutheran.org
pastorliz@proctorlutheran.org
council@proctorlutheran.org
Find us on Facebook:
facebook.com/
proctorlutheran

