
United Lutheran Church of 
Proctor 

www.proctorlutheran.org 

office phone: 218-624-4255 
office@proctorlutheran.org 

pastorliz@proctorlutheran.org 
council@proctorlutheran.org 

Find us on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/proctorlutheran 

WE WELCOME EVERYONE! 
United Lutheran Church of Proctor
701 Third  Avenue
Proctor, MN 55810

Northeastern Minnesota Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America                   
God’s  Work: Our Hands.                                                

Welcome to United Lutheran  

of Proctor  

Sunday worship 9:00 am 

Serving our community  

and the world  

as we connect with  

one another and God.  

Within this newsletter are various events 
hosted by United during the month. 

 You are invited to all. 

 We look forward to seeing you. 

http://www.proctorlutheran.org
mailto:office@proctorlutheran.org
mailto:pastorliz@proctorlutheran.org
mailto:council@proctorlutheran.org
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                                         United Lutheran Church of Proctor 

                                 Thoughts from Pastor Liz 

God’s peace be on you, People of God!

In this month, we transition into the season of Lent, with Ash Wednesday on February 18th. Lent was traditionally 
a time for people to prepare to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This season was centered on learning the core of 
the Christian faith. 

This year, we are going to ground ourselves in Jesus’ central teachings through worship, study, and home prayer. 
In the weeks leading up to Lent, I invite you to consider your faith life. God always moves towards us in love, and 
nothing will ever push God away from you. There are times when we might feel more distant or disconnected. 
Sometimes that happens when we aren’t deeply engaging in faith practices. 

Lent can be a powerful season to focus on trying out a practice. Consider what commitment you might make to 
engaging the practices that help us experience God-for-us. Could you commit to participating in worship every 
Sunday and Wednesday? Perhaps you could be involved in worship in a new way. Could you commit to reading 
our Lenten devotional every day, or talking about the daily theme questions with your household or neighbors? Is 
there a faith-in-service-to-others action that you might be called to engage? Feel free to drop by or make an 
appointment with me to explore what God might be calling you into. I invite you to really think on how you can 
make these weeks of Lent a meaningful practice that moves you towards a renewal of your baptism promises. 

“Tell Me Something Good” is our series for Lent. In an age when Christianity means different things to different 
people, it is vital that we know what we’re all about. What is the gospel (good news)? How is Jesus good news for 
you, for your neighbors, and for the whole creation? My hope is that by the end of this season, you will be able to 
share what the good news is for you. 

Consider this reflection from A Sanctified Art’s Rev. Anna Strickland: 
I frequently find myself in ecumenical progressive Christian circles as the only Baptist in the room, 
so I’ve gotten my “I’m Baptist BUT—” speech down to a science. I’ll explain Baptist history and polity 
in a well-practiced monologue with my own commentary about how the Southern Baptists have 
given us “real Baptists” a bad rap. But when I’m outside the church bubble, I dread anyone asking 
me what I do. I’m a pastor, and most days, I would give anything to not talk about my faith with a 
stranger because the hard truth is, the label “Christian” carries a lot of baggage in our world. In 
bringing this series to life, we’ve had to wrestle with naming what being Christian means. We’ve 
asked ourselves, at its core, what is the good news about? To me, it’s about a God who loves 
humanity so deeply They took on flesh and bone to be with us. It’s about the power of community 
and the need to care for one another, protect one another, and love one another. It’s about the ways 
of the world being impermanent while the kingdom of God endures, even when that seems 
impossible. It’s about a God who is creative, fluid, and always on the move, blessing diversity and 
calling it good. It’s about a love so deep, so wide, so endless, that it overcomes even death. Most 
days the good news feels impossible, foolish even. But despite it all, I believe. Despite it all, I claim 
the name of Christ.

What inspires you to claim the name of Christ? Let’s focus on that good news this season and always. 

God is with you!
-Pastor Liz
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In Our Prayers

Wayne Fechner
Joyce Rosen 
Peg Sweeney 
Peggy Jugasek
Julie Saatoff-Betty & Jim’s daughter 
Char Reno Audrey’s sister

We keep all our friends at United & all in 
need in prayer. This prayer list includes 
those with emergent needs. 
Call or email Paster Liz with any prayer 
requests. 
Unless requested to  Pr. Liz with an update, 
names will be removed from this immediate 
need list after 2 months                                             

 

Visitation List:                                                                                 
Would you like to receive regular visits in your 
home or care center? Or do you know someone 
else who might? Email or call Pastor Liz to be 
included on the list.

Pastor Liz’s Drop In Hours

 Mondays at Our Savior’s 9-11am  
Thursday at United 9-11am 

 Others by appointment. To ensure a 
mee<ng, please email her at 

pastorliz@proctorlutheran.org or leave a 
voicemail at 218-461-0933. 

 Note from the editor:                         
Please send all submissions to Marty,   
No later than the 20th of the month.   
martjj36@gmail.com

Sunday Morning Worship 9:00 am  

Sunday School: 1st & 3rd Sundays 10:00 am 

Confirmation Class: Wed 4:30-5:30 Feb 4,11, & 18 

Quilting:  Every Thursday at 10 am

Visit & Chat at Lifestone:  Tuesday Feb 10 1pm 

Bible Study: Thursdays at 1pm on Feb 12, 19, 26 will use our 
series “Tell Me Something Good” to explore Jesus’ core teachings 
and what they mean for us.

Council Meeting:

Ash Wednesday: February 18
8-9am Drive Up Ashes and Prayer at Our Savior’s
5:45pm  Traditional Service with Imposition of Ashes and 
Communion at United

Worship Wednesdays in Lent: 5:15 Supper, 5:45 Worship
We’ll be alternating locations for worship.
Feb 25: Our Savior’s
Mar 4: United
Mar 11: Our Savior’s
March 18: United
March 25: Our Savior’s

Pick up your Lent Devotionals at church or find it in color online: 
online.flippingbook.com/view/546389771

 

!

mailto:martjj@aol.com
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THANK You                      
Thank You 
Thank You 
Snow shovelers, Reg, Steve, 
Mark, & Brad 

Altar Guild 

All who prepare and serve for 
fellowship coffee after church.

January Marty & Gwen

February Audrey

March Candy

April Kathy J

May Claudia

June Janis

July Candy

August Howard

September Audrey

October Dan

November Janis

December Claudia

Altar Guild 2026
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Audrey L. Berglund

Treasurer’s Report Narra<ve for 12/31/2025 

Receipts for December were $9,429.14 for the General Fund and $325 for the Women’s Christmas Luncheon 
Special Fund, $235 for ELCA Good GiYs/World Hunger, and $5,000 for Irving Youth Special Fund from the 
Irving Group.  Addi<onally, $191 from proceeds collected at the Luncheon were transferred into the General 
Fund from the Women’s Christmas Luncheon Special Fund on December 31, 2025 and $143 was redeposited 
to the Women’s Christmas Luncheon Special Fund with the return of unspent cash disbursed in November for 
the purchase of supplies. 

Expenses paid in December were $7,921.33 from the General Fund and $100 from the Irving Youth Special 
Fund for VLM and $1,124.40 from the Women’s Christmas Luncheon Fund for catering and entertainment. 

That puts us under YTD budget for revenues by $13,241 and under YTD budget for expenses by $5,297, for a 
net loss of ($7,944).   

The balance in special funds is $26,560.54.  Our CD at Mission Investment Fund is valued at $213,168.67, with 
interest of $2,605.38 added on November 28, 2025, our next accrued interest will be posted at the end of 
February, and $10,207.09 in a CD at Mission Investment Fund, with interest of $102.96 added on December 
18, 2025 while our next accrued interest will be posted on March 18, 2026.  This CD is designated for future 
repairs to the driveway and parking lot and originated from funds received from Hillside Gardens for that 
purpose due to their use of the driveways and parking lot while under construc<on.  Please note that neither 
the principal nor interest in these CDs is available for spending at this <me.       

General Fund  Dec 2025 Budget Dec 2025 Actual YTD 2025 Budget YTD 2025 Actual 

Income $8,728  $ 9,429 $104,736  $ 91,495

Expenses $8,728  $ 7,921 $104,736  $ 99,439

Net Income (Loss)  $ 1,508 ($   7,944)
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United Lutheran Church of Proctor 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod - ELCA 

Congregation Council Meeting 
Minutes: Sunday, December 14, 2025 

Present: Pastor Liz, D. Saarela, M. Linne, M. Kimball, C. Fleckenstein, J. Anderson, D. 
Palm 
Absent: G. Westendorf, A. Berglund 
Came to Order: 12:07 p.m. 
Devotions: led by D. Saarela, C. Fleckenstein, and Pastor Liz about the Isaiah Faith 
movement 
Approval of Minutes: Motion to accept by J. Anderson, M. Kimball second. Passed.

Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee: written report. M. Linne sent Frerichs Construction 
an invoice for August through December. Should be getting a donation of $2400 from them for 
use of parking lot during that time.  
Approval of Treasurer’s Report: written report. Motion to pay Minnesota Paid Leave premium 
rate of .66% for secretary and musician by J. Anderson. M. Linne second. Passed. Motion to 
accept Treasurer’s report by J. Anderson, second by D. Palm. 
Pastor’s Report: written report. Suggested that next year the budget process begin with 
every committee submitting requests to Finance. Finance would review and accept or change 
requests; then the Budget would go to Council for final approval or revision. 
President’s Report:  Discussion reviewing council person involvement with Altar Guild. 
Committee Reports 
• Worship and Music:  D. Palm has a friend who has a sound system we can try out. Choir 

will sing Christmas Eve.  
• Christian Education: SS canceled next Sunday, due to switching days around. 
• Fellowship: no updates 
• Evangelism and Service to Others: Working on Advent tree.  
• Property: 1. Snow plowing issues: be sure no one is parked when we need to plow, so sign 

will go up about towing vehicles at owner’s expense. 2. Liturgical banner frame: Damage 
was repaired and replaced. 3. Freezing lock box: M. Linne sprays it periodically to prevent 
freezing. 

Staff Reports: none 
Unfinished Business: none 
New Business: 1. Annual meeting January 25 at noon. Will have pizzas, reimbursed through 
donations. Reports should be emailed in Word form to Pastor Liz and to the office no later than 
January 5, 2025, so they can be made available to congregation two weeks prior to annual 
meeting. 
Ideas/Requests from Congregation: Discuss need/availability of council members to serve 
on Altar Guild. 
Announcements and Correspondence: none 
Calendar: Council meeting on Sunday, January 11, 2026 at noon. Note: in February we return 
to 7:30 am meeting 
End Meeting: Motion to adjourn by J. Anderson, M. Linne second. Passed.

Adjournment:  1:05 p.m.

Minutes Submitted:   C. Fleckenstein


