
United Lutheran Church of 
Proctor 

www.proctorlutheran.org 

office phone: 218-624-4255 
office@proctorlutheran.org 

pastorliz@proctorlutheran.org 
council@proctorlutheran.org 

Find us on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/proctorlutheran 

WE WELCOME EVERYONE! 
United Lutheran Church of Proctor
701 Third  Avenue
Proctor, MN 55810

Northeastern Minnesota Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America                   
God’s  Work: Our Hands.                                                

Welcome to United Lutheran  

of Proctor  

Sunday worship 11:00 am 

Serving our community  

and the world  

as we connect with  

one another and God.  

Within this newsletter are various events 
hosted by United during the month. 

 You are invited to all. 

 We look forward to seeing you. 
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                                         United Lutheran Church of Proctor 

                                 Thoughts from Pastor Liz 

Generous Together Sunday Is Coming!

During the month of November, we will continue with our Generous Together focus with our fall 
stewardship program. Your Generous Together Team has been hard at work planning this year’s 
event! You might be asking – “How does this whole thing work?” As we prepare, we’d like to 
share some basic information with you.

Generous Together Sunday is centered on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver (you 
and me) to give for our own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to 
receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club who pay dues, as a church we 
treat people like followers of Jesus who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship and 
faith. 

Therefore, Generous Together Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic 
giving in response to the question, “What percentage or portion of my income, my 
abundance, is God calling me to give?” 

During worship on Generous Together Sunday, we will invite members and attendees to make 
their financial commitments to the mission and forward-focused vision of our congregation – both 
in this community and around the world. We hope you will join us!

Every attendee and member who completes a Statement of Intent Card does so voluntarily. Even 
if you feel strongly opposed to completing a card, we will urge you to attend as part of the larger 
faith community. The process is done in a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if they 
choose not to fill out a card.

During worship our special guest preacher Pastor Taryn Montgomery will conduct a brief period 
of instruction and inspiration, followed by members making their commitments as a confidential 
act of worship. We sincerely hope you and your family make every effort attend this important 
worship service and faith-filled Generous Together celebration!

At Our Savior’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Generous Together Sunday will take place 
on November 16th. The service will be followed by a celebration fellowship. Our guest preacher 
will be Pastor Taryn Montgomery, NEMN Synod Minister for Discipleship and Christian 
Community.  Everyone is invited!

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in our Generous Together events at Our 
Savior’s! We are all blessed to be a blessing to each other and the larger body of Christ we are a 
part of.

Pastor Liz & the Generous Together Team: Audrey and Dan  
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In Our Prayers
Tracy King
Peg Sweeney
Arlo and Murray family
Joyce Rosen
Wayne Fechner

We keep all our friends at United & all in 
need in prayer. This prayer list includes 
those with emergent needs. 
Call or email Paster Liz with any prayer 
requests. 
Unless requested to  Pr. Liz with an update, 
names will be removed from this immediate 
need list after 2 months                                             

 

Visitation List:                                                                                 
Would you like to receive regular visits in your 
home or care center? Or do you know someone 
else who might? Email or call Pastor Liz to be 
included on the list.

Pastor Liz’s Drop In Hours

 Mondays at Our Savior’s 9-11;  
Thursday at United 9-11  

 Others by appointment. To ensure a 
mee=ng, please email her at 

pastorliz@proctorlutheran.org or leave a 
voicemail at 218-461-0933. 

 Note from the editor:                         
Please send all submissions to Marty,   
No later than the 20th of the month.   
martjj36@gmail.com

Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am  

 Pick up the latest copy of Our 
Daily Bread Devotional at church.

Sunday School: 1st & 3rd Sundays 10:00 am

Confirmation Class: Nov 5 & 12 at 4:30 pm at United

Generous Together Event: Nov 2, 12:10 at United                 
All ages are encouraged to participate in this 
interactive exploration of the Biblical story and our 
lived generosity. Celebrate the ways God is generous 
and the ways you and are community make a 
difference through your generosity! 

Wednesday November 5 at 9 AM:  Help Make Apple 
Pies at ULCP. Bring a favorite knife or apple peeler. 
Half of profits from sales go to the general fund and 
half to support the Women's Christmas Lunch

Broken Lands Study: 1pm Wed Nov 13 & 20th 

Advent Craft Night for all ages: Wed Nov. 19, 
4:30-6pm at United Lutheran Church. 

WRK: Women Raising Kids: Sun Nov 23, 5:30pm: 
Christmas Porch Pots, Bring a friend and create a 
porch pot of festive greens to prepare for the holiday 
season! Cost for supplies. RSVP to Pastor Liz.

Quilting:  Every Thursday at 10 am

 

mailto:martjj@aol.com
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Greetings United Church members.  I hope you had a chance to read last 
month's newsletter in which the Council introduced the idea of YOU serving on the 
Church Council. Since that time, the Council has had an opportunity to meet and 
further discuss who might be a good fit for the open positions.  Please don't be 
surprised if you are approached and asked to serve - because we truly 
believe that any and all of you could fill a position.  Janis has graciously 
volunteered to re-join the Council in a different position.  She will be on the ballot 
for the currently empty Fellowship position.  That leaves her position on 
Evangelism and Service to Others open.  This would be a great position for 
someone who is not too sure about what to do, as Linda Southerton already chairs 
the committee and you would only be a liaison to the Council.  We also know there 
is someone out there who would love to help plan our worship services.  Again, 
there is help from a committee, so you never have to go alone.  Stepping into the 
President's role may also seem intimidating, but we have an experienced Council 
who will help you run a meeting and handle anything that comes up - and I 
promise to be right there at your side!  If the Holy Spirit has touched you and you 
feel you might want to jump in - DO IT!  You won't be sorry.   Contact any Council 
member or me, Gordy, personally at RodendorfMN90@gmail, 218-591-8587 or 

The Women's Christmas Luncheon 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 at noon.

Tom Cawcutt, a gifted musician (piano and 
vocal), from the Cloquet area will be providing 
the entertainment. 

Tickets will be available on November 9 
before and after the worship service.     
Tickets need to be purchased by     
November 30.

For more information contact Gwen Nelson.   
at 218-624-5584. 

Thank you to the Property Committee for all 
that you do for our church and for not hesitating 
to fix things as needed, for example, repairing the 
wall by the Council Room after the electrical 
boxes were replaced, putting things in order 
(particularly in the office) and replacing the hinges 
on the access door to the Shed. You are all 
awesome.

Thank you to Dan Saarela for being our guest 
preacher on October 12th.  You wrote and 
delivered a great sermon.  We appreciate that 
you were willing to do something that is normally 
outside of most people’s comfort zone.

Thank you to Kathy J. for painting the outside 
door. It looks great. 
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Broken Lands: Study Thursdays at 
1pm at United

This fall, we invite folks from both Our 
Savior’s and United, as well as all our 
neighbors, to learn more about our 
Indigenous Neighbors, including the 
history and present. We will be using a 
resource created by the NEMN Synod, a 
booklet and podcast “Broken 
Lands.” https://
www.brokenlands.org/ Those unable to 
come to the study in person are invited to 
listen to the podcast episodes from 
season one. 

Nov 13 5. Building Bridges with our Family 
Stories
Nov 20 6. Our Children are Leading Us 
Now

NOVEMBER COAT DRIVE

As you clean out your closets this fall and get 
ready for the winter season and you have a 
pile of jackets that haven't been worn in 
several years - DONATE THEM TO THE 
DAMIANO CENTER.  Josh Westendorf will be 
working on his senior service hours by 
collecting winter wear along with the Duluth 
Altrusa woman's group.  He will be collecting 
jackets of all sizes during the month of 
November for delivery in early December.  If 
you have anything to donate, simply put it in 
the box in the narthex and Josh will do the 
rest.  THANK YOU in advance for your 
help with this project, it is greatly appreciated. 

Book Chat: Wed. Nov 5, 5:45pm at 
OSELC

Transforming: The Bible and the Lives 
of Transgender Christians by Austen 
Hartke. Buy your book now (contact 
your local bookseller) or request to 
borrow a copy from Pastor Liz. Come 
on Nov 5th with your book read and 
ready to discuss insights, questions, 
and action inspired by the book. RSVP 
to Pastor Liz. 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, Nov. 25, 6 pm at Norton Park 
United Methodist Church to share 
gratitude, followed by a reception and 
packing brown bag breakfasts to share 
with guests staying at the Warming 
Shelter. 

Join the West Duluth Churches to 
create breakfast bags for the Warming 
Center on Saturday, November 15, 
9-12pm at Asbury UMC 6822 Grand 
Ave, Duluth. All ages are welcome for 
this service event. 
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Your donations allow United Lutheran Church to have a worship service every Sunday and other 
days in Advent and Lent, weekly fellowship and special events like the Annual Women’s Christmas 
Luncheon.  Your donations allow us to meet with shut-ins in nursing care or their homes, to educate 
our confirmands and Sunday School children, to support the local AA group and Girl Scouts and to 
sponsor the Boy Scout Troop that meets here weekly.  We also provide support to the Proctor Area 
Food Shelf, Duluth Harbor Mission, World Hunger, Disaster Relief, our Northeastern Minnesota Synod 
of the ELCA and Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry.  We have provided special events for the children of our 
community such as Free Day Camp, sending children to Camp Vermilion and last year we provided a 
Canoe Trip for teenagers.  United Lutheran Church does a lot of good things for our communities, 
local, national and world-wide, all thanks to you for your donations that make this possible.  If we could 
increase our donations what else could we do?  Are there other programs we could support, other 
people we could help?  Please consider increasing your giving if you are able so that we can do even 
more.
Thank you.  
The Generous Together Committee

    

Audrey L. Berglund

Treasurer’s Report Narra.ve for 9/30/2025 

Receipts for September were $7,268.35 for the General Fund and $25 for the Memorial Fund, from a dona=on 
in the offering IMO Marilyn Lee.  Expenses paid in September were $8,051.43 from the General Fund and $100 
from the Irving Youth Fund for VLM. 

That puts us under YTD budget for revenues by $11,321 and under YTD budget for expenses by $4,105, for a 
net loss of ($7,216).   

The balance in special funds is $26,507.96.  Our CD at Mission Investment Fund is valued at $210,563.29, with 
interest of $2,573.53 added on August 29, 2025, our next accrued interest will be posted at the end of 
November, and $10,000 in our new CD at Mission Investment Fund.  Please note that neither the principal nor 
interest in these CDs is available for spending at this =me.        

General Fund  Sep 2025 Budget Sep 2025 Actual YTD 2025 Budget YTD 2025 Actual 

Income $8,728  $ 7,268 $78,552  $ 67,231

Expenses $8,728  $ 8,051 $78,552  $ 74,447

Net Income (Loss) ($    783) ($   7,216)
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United Lutheran Church of Proctor
Northeastern Minnesota Synod – ELCA
Congregation Council Meeting Agenda

Sunday, September 14, 2025

Meeting called to order by Dan Saarela at 12:18PM
Present:  Pastor Liz, Dan Saarela, Gordy Westendorf, Audrey Berglund, Dennis Palm, Mark Linne, Janis Anderson, Marcy Kimball
Absent:  Cheryl Fleckenstein

Devotions - Gordy Westendorf - “Stop! Look! Listen!”

Approval of Minutes - Motion to approve by Janice Anderson,  Second by Dennis Palm.   Approved unanimously

Treasurer’s Report/Finance Committee - See attached reports sent via email
Motion to approve by Janice Anderson,   Second by Dennis Palm.   Approved unanimously

Hillside Gardens W-9 - item moved to the property report 

Motion to add to the agenda under congregational input:  Motion to approve by Janice Anderson, Second by Dennis Palm. 
Motion approved unanimously. 

Pastor’s Report - see attachment previously sent via email. Pastor Liz highlighted several of her items. 

President’s Report - We need an additional person to volunteer for Altar Guild duty.  We need a volunteer for December. 

Committee Reports
1. Worship and Music - Dennis is planning to purchase a new speaker for the sanctuary - could be a bluetooth speaker.  

Dennis is working out a schedule for singing and special music - maybe invite Our Savior’s members to sing. 
2. Christian Education - Sunday school kick off was last week.  Same kids as last year, hoping for some new kids.  A 

curriculum meeting is being planned.  

3. Fellowship: No report  

4. Evangelism and Service to Others - Possibly doing the Hygiene drive for Harbor mission again this year.  The date for the 
Meatball dinner will be October 25th.  There are plans to make apple pies again with the proceeds going to the General 
Fund. 

5. Property 
*Dealing with payment to Church from Fredrick’s for parking lot use - Mark presented a letter to Fredricks asking for a donation 

versus payment for use of parking lot for storage bins. Permission to send a note was given.
*Paint the Church main walk-in entry door - A church member has asked to donate time and paint for the church door.  Permission 

granted. 
*Request snow plowing quotes - Mark showed a proposal breakdown of snowplowing bids.  There was a suggestion that we 

partner with Hillside Gardens to help with costs. Mark will investigate. 
*Request for quotes to fill cracks in the parking lot pavement - There are several cracks that need to be addressed in the spring.  

The committee is being proactive for the spring and requesting bids.  
*Sidewalk shoveling schedule - Mark presented a list of committee members who volunteered to shovel the sidewalks when it 

snows. 
Staff Reports - none to report
Unfinished Business - none 
New Business - none
Ideas/Requests from Congregation

*use of money from Immanuel savings account - a member of the congregation made the suggestion that we begin to 
use the interest (or principal) from the $175,000 sale of Immanuel Church to help us with our expenses.  There was a written 
statement that states we don’t use that money except for the building of a new church. There was no stipulation regarding the 
interest. This is a conversation we need to begin to have.  
Announcements and Correspondence - none
Calendar
Next meeting: October 5th, 2025 at 1:00PM (after church)

Devotions will be given by Janice Anderson

Adjournment - Motion to adjourn by Janice Anderson, seconded by Marcy Kimball.  Passed unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 1:11. 


